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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


HOUSEKEEPERS'  CHAT  Thursday,  April  26,  193^- 


(foe,  broadcast  use  oiily.) 

Subject:  "Hews  Items."     Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  the 
feather  Bureau,  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics,  U.S.D.A. 
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A  walk  around  the  Department  of  Agriculture  is  just  as  likely  as  not  to 
turn  out  to  "be  a  regular  surprise  party.  Things  are  happening  every  minute  in 
those  scientific  workshops  —  a  lot  of  them  of  special  interest  to  women. 

Eor  example,   if  you  had  been  going  past  one  of  the  foods  laboratories  the 
other  day  you  would  bave  seen  a  group  of  people  sitting  down  to  eat  what  looked 
like  plain  baked  potatoes,  just  out  of  the  oven.    But  when  these  Tjotatoes  were 
opened,  you  would  have  had  a  surprise,  for  the  inside  wasn't  the  usual  white. 
It  waa  yellow.    By  that  time,  your  curiosity  would  probably  have  gotten  the  best 
of  you  and  you  wov..ld  have  gone  in  to  inquire.     Were  these  sweet-potatoes  of  some 
sort?    ITo.     Well,  were  they  white  potatoes,   cooked  in  some  curious  way?  Ho. 
They  were  a  new  variety  of  potato  which  the  scientists  in  the  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry  have  recentlj^  developed  and  named  "Golden."    The  ancestors  of  this  new 
potato  came  from  South  America.     Down  there  in  the  Peruvian  Andes  the  yellow 
potato  is  a  great  favorite.    But  no  one  has  had  any  luck  raising  the  South 
American  potato  in  this  country.    Up  here  it  has  produced  very  low  yields  of  small 
rough  tubers  with  deep  eyes,  and  it  has  been  generally  susceptible  to  many  common 
potato  diseases. 

So,   in  crossing  varieties  to  produce  a  new  yellow  potato,  the  scientists 
have  worked  to  avoid  these  unfortunate  qualities.    The  new  Golden  now  promises 
to  hold  its  own  with  our  white  potatoes  —  or  even  to  go  them  one  better.  Here 
are  some  of  the  characteristics  it  has  to  recommend  it.     It  is  late  in  maturing. 
It  gives  large  yields  of  medium-sized,  nicely  rounded  potatoes  with  shallow,  not 
deep,  eyes.     It  is  excellent  for  cooking  and  has  a  delicious  rather  nutty  flavor. 
More  than  this,   its  yellow  flesh  contains  vitamin  A,  which,  you  know,  doesn't 
occur  in  white  rjotatoes.    The  hew  potato  has  been  raised  in  northern  Maine.  It 
has  proved  very  successful  up  there  and  the  scientists  are  now  trying  it  out  to 
see  how  it  will  grow  in  other  parts  of  the  country.    As  yet  they  have  no  seeds 
ready  to  distribute.    But  one  of  these  days,  you  and  I  may  be  getting  our  vitamin 
A  from  yellow  potatoes  and  enjoying  them  as  much  as  we  now  do  the  white  ones. 

The  next  bit  of  news  is  from  the  Weather  3ureau.    You  may  have  a  hard  time 
taking  their  report  on  the  past  winter  seriously,  if  you.  have  been  living  in 
Boston,  lie?/  York,  Washington,  D.C.,  or  anywhere  else  in  the  northeast  section  of 
these  United  States.    For  in  summing  up  this  winter,  these  weather  experts  say 
that  for  the  country  as  a  whole  it  was  warmer  and  dryer  than  normal.     In  fact, 
they  say  that  about  ninety  per  cent  of  the  country  had  unusually  warm  weather. 
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To  be  sure,   in  certain  limited  areas  there  was  a  good  deal  of  cold  and 
snow.    From  central  Virginia,   central  Went  Virginia  and  the  middle  Lake  region 
northeastward,   the  average  winter  temperature  ranged  from  one  to  eight  degrees 
below  normal.    And  that  was  cold!    But  in  the  South  the  average  was  mostly  from 
two  to  five  degrees  above  normal.    And  over  nearly  all  the  western  two-thirds 
of  the  country,  the  average  ranged  from  three  to  more  than  ten  degrees  milder  than 
normal. 

It  looks  as  if  Old  Man  Winter  decided  that  change  and  change  about  was 
fair  play,   for  weather  conditions  this  year  almost  reversed  those  of  last  year. 
A  year  ago  it  was  very  cold  over  most  of  the  far  West,  but  normal  everywhere  east 
of  the  Rockies.    This  year  the  West  got  the  warm  weather  and  the  northeast  the 
snow  and  chills. 

The  weather  experts  say  that  the  West  may  have  to  pay  for  its  mild  winter 
days  and  scanty  snowfall.    The  present  outlook  for  an  adequate  supply  of  water 
for  irrigation  out  there  this  summer  isn't  promising.    Just  to  show  you  the 
difference  between  this  year  and  last,   listen  to  these  figures; 

The  greatest  depth  of  snow  reported  in  March  of  this  year  was  105  inches 
at  Paradise  Inn,  Washington,   which,  the  year  before,  had  2l6  inches  —  almost 
twice  as  much.    And  Crater  Lake,  Oregon,  had  o2  inches  in  193^  compared  with 
158  inches  in  '33*    That's  quite  a  comedown,   isn't  it?    And  Giant  Forest, 
California,  had  11  inches  compared  with  57  the  year  before. 

Speaking  of  weather,   reminds  me  of  the  warm  weather  ahead  and  news  about 
summer  clothes  for  youngsters.    The  clothing  specialists  still  hold  that  the  most 
practical,  economical,  convenient  and  comfortable  summer  outfits  for  young 
children  are  the  sunsuit  ensembles.     Children  need  very  few  clothes  on  hot  days, 
so  the  ensemble  arrangement  is  a  great  convenience  to  both  their  mothers  and 
themselves. 

For  play  out  in  the  yard,  the  child  can  wear  a  cool  romper  with  a  net 
top  that  lets  the  rays  of  the  sun  through.     With  a  dress  or  a  blouse  to  match 
that  slips  right  on  over  the  sun- romper  he  is  prepared  for  any  occasion  —  ready 
to  go  downtown  with  Mother  or  to  go  indoors  to  dinner.     I  said  "he,"  but,  of 
course,  the  ensemble  outfit  is  the  thing  for  both  boys  and  girls.    The  three-year 
old  son  of  the  family,  for  example,  may  have  a  little  sunsu.it  made  of  straight 
trousers  buttoned  on  a  net  waist.     For  more  formal  wear,  he  can  slip  on  a 
straight,  mannish  blouse  that  matches  the  trousers. 

The  young  daughter  will  also  have  a  sunsuit  with_a  net  top  but  hers  will 
have  comfortable  French  panties  of  a  gay  print  instead^  trousers.    The  little 
print  dress  that  she  can  slip  or.  over  her  sunsuit  will  match  these  nanties.  And 
if  her  mother  is  wise,  that's  all  the  young  lady  will  wear  on  a  hot  day  except 
8hoes  and  perhaps  a  cool,   loose-fitting  hat. 
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